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the education potential of social networking 

•   finding and maintaining contacts 

•   identify like-minded other people to share ideas with 

•   sharing and building knowledge 

•   reflective learning 

 “This is largely about making more opportunities for the user to publish 
and communicate. It is about uploading rather than downloading. About 

coordination, rather than delivery. So, for learners: it’s about more 
audience, more collaboration, more resource”  

(Crook 2008)  









 “evidence shows that using these sites in education are more effective 
when the students set them up themselves; lecturer-led ones can feel 

overly formal”  
(Ipsos MORI 2008) 

“there are clearly dangers in trying to appear ‘cool’ to a younger 
audience. In fact, there is a considerable danger that younger users will 
resent the library invading what they regards as their space. There is a 

big difference between being where our users are and being useful to our 
users where they are”  

 “most college students say they are not interested [...] these survey 
findings do not provide much confidence that social software, yet, has 

much to contribute to the rebuilding of relationships with users in an 
increasingly dis-intermediated environment”.  

(Nicholas et al. 2008)  



emerging issues and tensions 

what is ‘new’ about social networking in education? 

the case for ignoring young people’s social networking use 

re-schooling for web 2.0 
re-configuring the role of the teacher 

re-configuring the role of the education institution  
re-configuring forms of assessment 

re-configuring the curriculum 

re-imaging social networking technologies 



emerging issues and tensions 

what is ‘new’ about social networking in education? 

the case for ignoring young people’s social networking use 

re-schooling for web 2.0 
re-configuring the role of the teacher 

re-configuring the role of the education institution  
re-configuring forms of assessment 

re-configuring the curriculum 

re-imaging social networking technologies 



emerging issues and tensions 

what is ‘new’ about social networking in education? 

the case for ignoring young people’s social networking use 

re-schooling for web 2.0 
re-configuring the role of the teacher 

re-configuring the role of the education institution  
re-configuring forms of assessment 

re-configuring the curriculum 

re-imaging social networking technologies 



emerging issues and tensions 

what is ‘new’ about social networking in education? 

the case for ignoring young people’s social networking use 

re-schooling for web 2.0 
re-configuring the role of the teacher 

re-configuring the role of the education institution  
re-configuring forms of assessment 

re-configuring the curriculum 

re-imaging social networking technologies 


