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“E-mail is for old people.”

A comment by a student reproduced in

The Chronicle of Higher Education (2006)



A question of pace or impact?
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having a computer at home having a computer at school



Our research questions



Answers by way of comparing countries
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Improving our understanding of NML by

gathering evidence
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Cognitive skills 
development

Social values and 
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Learning 
expectations

Educational 
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devices/services
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age 



Time and main uses
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Source: PISA database (2003)Source: PISA database (2003)

SMSSMS Total Higher SES Medium SES Lower SES

Never 41 51 39 30

Sometimes 29,5 31 27 31

Frequently 18 8 22 27

Source: Pasquier (2005)Source: Pasquier (2005)



*Significant relationships are marked in bolds.

Internet use: 
educational 
purposes* 

Internet use: 
leisure 

purposes* 

 

 
Exp(B) 

% 
Change 

 
Exp(B) 

% 
Change 

Their parents’ 
frequency of use 
 
Never or hardly ever 
Monthly 
Weekly 
Daily 

 
 
 
- 

1.093 
1.249 
1.270 

 
 
 
- 

+9.3% 
+24.9% 
+27.0% 

 
 
 
- 

1.092 
1.032 
1.090 

 
 
 
- 

+9.2% 
+3.2% 
+9.0% 

 

Socio-economic status and internet use



*Significant relationships are marked in bolds.

Internet use: 
educational 
purposes* 

Internet use: 
leisure purposes* 

 

 
Exp(B) 

% 
Change 

 
Exp(B) 

% 
Change 

Academic performance 
 
High difficulties 
Some difficulties 
Adequate progress 

 
 
- 

1.452 
2.041 

 
 
- 

+45.2% 
+104.1% 

 
 
- 

1.022 
0.787 

 
 
- 

+22.0% 
-21,3% 

 

Academic performance and internet use



Four educational challenges



My smmr hols wr CWOT. B4, we used My smmr hols wr CWOT. B4, we used 

2go2 NY 2C my bro, his GF & thr 3 : 2go2 NY 2C my bro, his GF & thr 3 : 

kids FTF. ILNY, it’s a gr8 plc.kids FTF. ILNY, it’s a gr8 plc.

My summer holidays were a complete waste My summer holidays were a complete waste 

of time. Before, we used to go to New York to of time. Before, we used to go to New York to 

see my brother, his girlfriend and their three see my brother, his girlfriend and their three 

screaming kids face to face. I love New York. screaming kids face to face. I love New York. 

It’s a great place.It’s a great place.

Taken from:  Daily Telegraph, Sun Mar 2, 2003, British Taken from:  Daily Telegraph, Sun Mar 2, 2003, British 

Girl Baffles Teacher with SMS Essay.Girl Baffles Teacher with SMS Essay.



ICT gourmets
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Web 2.0Web 2.0



Is the Web 2.0 so different?





Safety



We all have opinions about ICT and education



Gather and compare international evidence

Comments welcome

,,, even by SMS

Francesc.Pedro@oecd.org

www.oecd.org/edu/nml
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